My War Memories, 1914-1918
Thus failed the two efforts to bring peace nearer. By the will of the Entente the war had to continue and to be decided by force of arms. It was to be Victory or Defeat. The results were further preparations on a large scale, the maintenance of our determination to fight—this our proposals were designed to achieve—and at the same time the employment of every weapon in Germany's arsenal.
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The Field-Marshal and myself, in our view of the whole situation and in our scepticism, unfortunately justified, as to the success of the peace proposals, had already had under consideration, as part of our military problems, the possibility of carrying on submarine operations in the intensified form of the " War Zone " campaign. Unrestricted submarine warfare was now the only means left to secure a victorious end to the war within a reasonable time. If submarine warfare in this form could have a decisive effect—and the Navy held that it could—then in the existing situation it was our plain military duty to the German nation to embark on it.
As has been mentioned, we had both spoken against the proposal for unrestricted warfare on the 30th August, on the ground that the time was not yet ripe for it. Chancellor von Bethmann stated this quite clearly at the time and added that thenceforth the decision to carry on the submarine campaign in the form of a " War Zone " would depend on the declaration of the Field-Marshal; that is to say, unrestricted submarine warfare was to start when the Field-Marshal wished it to start. The Chancellor spoke to the same effect in the Reichstag on the 28th September. The question of the expediency of the submarine campaign had meanwhile led to grave differences of opinion among the political parties, and had roused unusually strong feeling. While the parties of the Right were enthusiastically in favour of its adoption, the Left, which was more in touch with the Government, was .equally strongly opposed. Von
312

